CHAPTER VII

JOHN  STTTAET MILL

THE same sort of happy accident which procured for
me the acquaintanceship of Browning and gave me the
chance, only frustrated by Fate, of dining at Thackeray's
house, obtained for me my first opportunity of knowing
John Stuart Mill. Soon after I had settled down into
a resident of London I wrote an article for the * West-
minster Review,' of which Mill had heen for a long
time the editor. I had sent the article merely on chance,
and without much hope of its being accepted. It was
accepted, however, by the then editor, Dr. John Chap-
man, who afterwards became my friend, and it was for-
tunate enough to attract Mr. Mill's attention, and it led
to an acquaintanceship. I was at that time, as I have
been ever since, a devoted admirer of Mr. Mill's writ-
ings, and of his personal and public character; but up
to that time Mr. Mill had taken no part whatever in
political life. The manner in which he had treated the
Irish Land Question in one of his books had won for
him the admiration of all Irish Nationalists, and he had
been invited to accept the nomination as representative
of an Irish county in the House of Commons with the
certainty of a successful contest. Mill, however, de-
clined the invitation, and it was not until years after-
wards that he could be persuaded to come forward as a
candidate for a parliamentary seat. Physical constitu-
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